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“BRINGING THEM HOME” REPORT — TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.02 am]: I rise this morning to make 
a brief statement on a number of significant anniversaries and events that will take place this week. Tomorrow is 
National Sorry Day and the twentieth anniversary of the landmark “Bringing them home” report. The report was 
the result of a national inquiry that investigated the forced removal of Aboriginal children from their families, the 
stolen generations, of which my father was a member. Today, I could talk about my father’s experience as 
a member of the stolen generation and the impact that has had on my family, but I want to look more broadly. 

I think many in the wider community have little understanding of how the loss of culture, family, custom and 
tradition has impacted Aboriginal people today. In my view, the historic policy of forced removal is a contributing 
factor to many of the societal issues experienced by some Aboriginal people today. The intergenerational trauma 
contributes to issues, including suicide, drug and alcohol abuse, incarceration and family violence. As time goes 
on, these issues become normalised. This is unacceptable. As a government and as a community we need to address 
these issues. We need to constantly consider ways we can encourage our Aboriginal community to connect with 
its culture. We need to work with those who value solutions that are culturally strong and driven at the local level, 
and we need to engender the support and understanding of non-Aboriginal Australia. 

While we face these challenges, it is also important to acknowledge the positive steps being made. This week in 
particular is a time to celebrate. National Reconciliation Week begins this Saturday; the theme this year is 
“Let’s take the next steps.” Tonight, I will be launching the Reconciliation Week banner project, which will see 
reconciliation messages from more than 150 organisations displayed throughout the CBD and the state. Tomorrow, 
I will be attending the transfer of over 21 000 personal files from the Department for Child Protection and Family 
Support to the Aboriginal History Research Unit, some of which will contain my own family’s history. We know 
that having an improved understanding of family history can help heal and reconcile with the past. This transfer 
will help facilitate that. Tomorrow evening, I will be launching the Right Wrongs project, which includes an 
exhibition and an educational toolkit on the 1967 referendum from a uniquely Western Australian perspective. The 
referendum was a pivotal point in modern Aboriginal history in Australia, as more than 90 per cent of Australians 
voted yes to count Aboriginal people in the same census as non-Aboriginal people, and to give the commonwealth 
government—not the states—responsibility to make laws for Aboriginal people. This was the highest ever yes 
vote recorded for a referendum. I encourage all members to engage with these events where they can. 

I would like to thank those members who are wearing the Sorry Day flower. The five-petal native hibiscus 
symbolises the scattering of the stolen generations. It is found widely across Australia and it is a survivor. Its 
colour denotes compassion and spiritual healing. The concept was proposed by members of the Kimberley Stolen 
Generation Aboriginal Corporation, and later endorsed by the National Sorry Day Committee. I ask each and every 
person in the house to collectively commit to taking the next steps. To achieve real and lasting change, we are 
going to need the commitment of you all. 
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